DOWNTOWN JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Covid-19 Policy and Procedures
This policy has been adapted from our existing policies to reflect changes that are necessary to maintain the good
health of children, families and staff in our school due to Covid19. These changes have been made in accordance with
Public Health and Ministry of Education requirements as well as decisions made by the MNjcc with which we, as
tenants, are required to comply. This policy has been approved by the DJCS Executive Board and will be updated as the
situation evolves.
All persons must continue to follow all Toronto Public Health Guidelines for Covid 19.

Program Hours Ranging from: Sundays 9:00-1:30 pm and Wednesdays 4:30-6:00

IMPORTANT PHONE CONTACTS :
Information Desk: 416-924-6211 x 0
DJCS Admin: 416-924-6211 x 150
Belinda Keshen, Principal: 416-924-6211 x 112
Toronto Public Health Communicable Disease Surveillance Unit
Mon- Fri, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Tel: 416-392-7411 / Fax: 416-392-0047
After hours, weekends and Statutory Holidays
Tel: 3-1-1 / Tel: 416-392-2489 (Outside Toronto)

Daily Procedures

•
•
•
•
•
•

All DJCS Staff, volunteers and students must complete the MNJCC / DJCS Health Screening on the day of school
before arrival at the building.
All individuals given permission to enter the building may have their temperature taken before entering the
main lobby of building.
All individuals entering the building will be asked to sanitize their hands at station located near entry and at
the entrance to each classroom.
Any essential visitors (Emergency Services, Fire, Health and Ministry of Education inspectors, special needs
resources) entering will be screened as per above.
If any person upon arrival has a temperature of 37.8c or 100.4f they will not be permitted to enter building.
Teachers will keep a running record of any person’s entering the classroom (i.e. support personnel, Shinshinim,
cleaners, maintenance, essential services)

Arrival and Dismissal of Children:
•
•

•
•

We would ask that whenever possible, the same parent/guardian drop off child and pick them up at end of
day. Parents will not be permitted to enter the building at this time.
Parents will be given a time to drop off and pick up their child by cohort (Jewish Studies Class) to avoid
congestion Staggering will be in 10-minute intervals in between classes. We realize that some family’s start
time will be a bit later or earlier than they have signed up for.
Parents will be asked to take their child’s temperature before leaving the house for school. If they have a
temperature reading of or exceeding 37.8c or 100.4f please do not bring your child to school.
Parents will be notified before return onsite with arrival and dismissal details.

Any child arriving after 9:30am or specified start time:
•

•

Parents will need to contact admin and wait outside until admin is reached. Admin will come to the designated
entry and proceed with above. If admin cannot be reached, then the Office Manager, Leeron Stern, will need
to be contacted on her cell phones and arrangements will be made to come and get the child from the entrance.
Dismissal time will commence at 11 am and end at 11:30 am. JK-Grade 3 teachers will escort children to the
respective building entrances and dismiss to parents/guardians. Grade 4-High School can dismiss on their own.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Personal Hygiene:
•

•
•
•
•

It is expected that all staff and children use on-going personal hygiene including and not limited to after use of
washroom, before and after eating, after using a tissue for selves or to assist children. Staff must be vigilant to
not touch their face.
ALL STAFF MUST WEAR PROPER FITTING MASKS THROUGHOUT THE DAY WHILE INSIDE. When in the
playground, staff can remove their masks outside if social distance is maintained.
ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR MASKS.
Any staff staying with a sick child MUST wear mask and shield.
All gloves must be disposed of after each use. Masks must be changed if soiled and at end of day.

Foods:
All children may bring labelled water bottles from home. Please note there is no access to water fountains. Unless there
is a health issue, snacks will not be eaten in class.

Programming and Equipment Usage:
•

Staff will provide an enriching and fun program whilst avoiding activities that promote touching.

•

Recognizing that physical distancing is difficult with small children, staff will be:
o planning activities that do not involve shared objects or toys.
o when possible, moving activities outside to allow for more space
o avoiding singing activities indoors.

•

Students may share classrooms materials such as markers, scissors and glue but must sanitize their hands
before and after use as per Toronto Public Health guidelines. If you want your child to have their own materials,
please send them in a labelled bag each week.
Guests or non-essential visitors will not be permitted into the school until further notice.
Teachers will not be working in other classrooms unless necessary. Administrative staff will avoid entering
rooms as much as possible.
There will be no mixing of class cohorts at this time.

•
•
•

Playground:
•
•

Children will be going out as individual classes and not as a mixed group with other classes.
Fencing will be put up to divide playground in half so that 2 classes can be out at one time. Schedules will be
set up to ensure that cohorts do not have to pass each other in the playground.

Cleaning of Rooms, Washrooms and Toys:
•
•
•

General room cleaning will be done at the end of each day by facilities staff as well as mid-day and more often
if needed.
All frequently touched surfaces including but not limited to doorknobs, tables, faucets, toilets, will be cleaned
daily and more often if deemed necessary.
Carpets will be removed from all classrooms.

COVID RESPONSE PLAN
Protocols When a Child or Staff/Home Child Care Provider Demonstrates Symptoms of Illness or Becomes Sick:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Families/staff must inform the Administrative Assistant, if any family member living in the same household has been diagnosed
with Covid19. Department of Public Health must also be notified. If the person diagnosed has been in contact with any DJCS
students while at the MNjcc, the class cohort will be notified and must follow the guidance of the local health unit regarding
further testing and isolation.
Any family members in the household returning from travel must follow the requirements for testing and quarantine of federal
and provincial governments before being admitted to school.
Any other persons having been in contact with diagnosed person must be isolated for 5 days (modified February 9, 2022) and/
or present no symptoms and cannot attend the program. If a child has a temperature upon arrival at school, they will not be
admitted to any program.
All persons must continue to follow all Toronto Public Health Guidelines for Covid 19.
Staff, parents/guardians, and children must not attend the program if they are sick, even if symptoms resemble a mild cold.
Symptoms of Covid may include Fever or Chills, Cough, Trouble Breathing, Decrease or loss of taste or smell, Nausea,
vomiting or diarrhea. Children should be monitored for atypical symptoms and signs of COVID-19.
Anyone who is sick or has symptoms of illness including those not listed above should stay home and seek assessment from
their health care provider if needed.
If a child or staff becomes sick while in the program, they should be isolated until parent/guardian pick-up. The sick child will
immediately be brought to designated waiting room with their belongings (i.e., coats, etc.). If a separate room is not available,
the sick person will be kept at a minimum of 2 meters from others (away from respective classrooms).
If temperature reaches 37.8c or 100.4f parents will be contacted immediately to come and get their child. Parents will be
required to pick up their child immediately. If parents cannot pick up their child, they must have a backup person available to
come.
The sick person should be provided with tissues and reminded of hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, and proper disposal of
tissues.
Staff will remain with the child until a parent/guardian arrives. If tolerated and above the age of 2, the child should wear a
surgical/procedure mask.
Staff should always wear a surgical/procedure mask and eye protection and not interact with others. The staff member should
also avoid contact with the child’s respiratory secretions. Staff will maintain a minimum of 2-meter distance between them
and the child.
After the child leaves, the room must be disinfected before use.
All items used by the sick person should be cleaned and disinfected. All items that cannot be cleaned (paper, books, cardboard
puzzles) should be removed and stored in a sealed container for a minimum of 7 days.
As with all reportable diseases, public health will be notified, and their advice should be followed.
Where a child or staff is suspected of having or has a confirmed case of COVID-19, licensees must report this to the ministry
as a serious occurrence.
In the event of a Covid-19 diagnosis, the other children, including siblings of the sick child, and child care staff in the program
who were present while the child or staff member became ill should be identified as a close contact and further cohorted (i.e.,
grouped together) until they can be picked up by parents/guardians to self-isolate at home. The local public health unit will
provide any further direction on testing and isolation of these close contacts.
Symptomatic staff and children should be referred for testing. Testing of asymptomatic persons should only be performed as
directed by the local public health unit as part of outbreak management.
• Those who test negative for COVID-19 must be excluded until 24 hours after symptom resolution.

•

Those who test positive for COVID-19 must be excluded from DJCS for 5 days after the onset of symptoms and
clearance has been received from the local public health unit.

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_child_care_guidance.pdf For more
information, please see the symptoms outlined in the ‘COVID-19 Reference Document for Symptoms’.

DOWNTOWN JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Covid-19 Policy and Procedures
(The full version of the booklet will be emailed. Please sign and scan back this page
only with the registration package forms.)

Anyone using the DJCS facilities must read, sign, and agree to all of the above to participate in the program.
This includes all staff and families.

I, ________________________________ have read and understand the new policies set out by the
Downtown Jewish Community School.
I understand that any of the above policies may be changed due to situation, and/or regulations set out by
Public Health or the Ministry of Education.

_________________________________________

____________________

Signature

Date

